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Minibeasts to Megabeasts: Long, long ago lived magnificent beasts…

Expressive
Arts and
Design

ELG: Creating with Materials
Children at the expected level of development will:
- Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function; -
Share their creations, explaining the process they have used;
- Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories.

ELG: Being Imaginative and Expressive
Children at the expected level of development will:
- Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher;
- Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs; Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when
appropriate – try to move in time with music.

Learning Objective Activity Key Knowledge (By the end of the lesson) Vocabulary (Tier 3)

Substantive Disciplinary

Lesson 1
Pirates

To create a bubble effect
using a different techniques.

Sketchbook Project: Coral
Reef
Explore ways of creating
bubbles:

● Bubble wrap printing
● Blown bubble

printing
● Circular bubble

prints with a
cardboard tube

Choose a print and create
bubble board for the bottom
of their coral reef project

● Know 3 different
printing techniques

● Print using bubble wrap
● Print using blown

bubbles
● Print using cardboard

tubes

Print
Bubble wrap
Blow
Circular
Tube
Sketchbook

Lesson 2
Pirates

To be able to manipulate
materials by twisting and
curling

Sketchbook Project: Coral
Reef

● Observational
drawing of coral

● Twist and curl tissue
paper, crepe paper,

● Know that observational
drawing means to draw
what you can see

● Know how to twist curl
papers and pipe cleaners

● Draw a coral reef by
looking at an image

● Sculpt papers and pipe
cleaners

Sculpt
Twist
Curl



pipe cleaners to
create coral shapes

Select coral reef shapes for the
final project. Attach using
sellotape and choice of PVA
and glue stick glue.

Lesson 3
Pirates

To be able to use their
imagination to create a
tropical fish.

Sketchbook Project: Coral
Reef

● Design a tropical fish
using inspiration
from photographs of
real tropical fish

● Paint base of
polystyrene tropical
fish using acrylic
paints

● Know that acrylic paint
dries quickly

● Draw an imaginative fish
● Use acrylic paint to paint

a polystyrene egg

Acrylic paint
Imaginative

Lesson 4
Pirates

To be able use their
sketchbook design to create a
tropical fish.

Sketchbook Project: Coral
Reef
Create tropical fish using
sketchbook design

● Know that papers can be
twisted, cut and sculpted

● Create a tropical fish by
manipulate papers to
create the desired effect

Sculpture
Twist
Cut

Lesson 5 RSE Week

Lesson 6 People Who Help Us

Lesson 7
Dinosaurs

To be able to join in with a
tongue twister

Learn the Tongue Twister: She
sells seashells by the seashore

Observational drawing of
fossils

● Know the tongue
twister

● Join in with the tongue
twister

Tongue Twister
Poem

Lesson 8
Dinosaurs

To be able to mould dough to
create a nest shape

Read: An egg is quiet by
Dianna Hutts Aston

Create a nest from salt dough,
sand, twigs and straw:

● Roll salt dough into a
sausage shape

● Roll the sausage in
sand and straw

● ● Sculpt salt dough into a
sausage shape

● Coil the sausage shape to
create a nest shape

Sculp
Salt dough
Roll
Coil
Smoth



● Coil the sausage to
create a nest shape

● Smooth the nest
using fingers and
tools

● Add twigs and straw

Lesson 9
Dinosaurs

To know that acrylic paint
dries quickly

Close observation of real eggs
- look closely at their natural
patterns
Create their own dinosaur egg
using a polystyrene egg and
acrylic paint.
Choose from a variety of
different sized paint brushes
to achieve their planned effect

● Know that some
creatures come from
eggs

● Use acrylic paint to a
polystyrene egg

Observe
Acrylic paint

Lesson 10
Dinosaurs

To be able to use imagination
to draw a dinosaur eye

Clay dinosaur eye sketchbook
project:
Observe pictures of dinosaur
eyes as inspiration to then
sketch their own dinosaur eye

● Draw a dinosaur eye Inspiration
Sketch

Lesson 11
Dinosaurs

To be able to use their hands
and tools to create shapes
and patterns with playdough

Clay dinosaur eye sketchbook
project:
Practice sculpting patterns
using playdough and tools.
Create the patterns in
playdough that they have
sketched as part of their
dinosaur eye.

● Know that tools can be
used to make textures on
clay.

● Sculpt playdough using
their hands and tools

Clay
Sulpt
Tool
Pattern

Lesson 12
Dinosaurs

To be able to use clay to
create a sculpture of a
dinosaur eye

Clay dinosaur eye sketchbook
project:
Use sketch and skills from
pattern practice to create a clay
dinosaur eye.

● Know that clay can be
joined by making it wet

● Create a dinosaur eye
following their sketch.

Clay
Sculpt
Tool
Pattern


